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The Atlantic Canada Sustainable Energy Coalition (ACSEC) is an alliance of four community-
based environmental organizations that offer expertise in policy research and analysis, project 
implementation, and public education. Coalition members include: The Environmental Coalition of 
Prince Edward Island, The Ecology Action Center in Nova Scotia, The Conservation Council of New 
Brunswick, and The Sierra Club of Canada ï Atlantic Canada Chapter. ACSEC takes action on 
climate change by promoting a strategy for the adoption of renewable, green energy and improved 
energy efficiency that is rooted in sound community economic development.  
 
The Environmental Coalition of Prince Edward Island (ECO-P.E.I.) is a community-based action 
group formed in 1988. ECO-P.E.I.ôs goal is to work in partnership with others and the land itself in 
order to understand and improve the Island environment. Our work centers on education, advocacy 
and action. On-going projects include The Macphail Woods Ecological Forestry Project and the ECO-
P.E.I. Energy Project. 
 
Author: Matthew McCarville is the energy coordinator for the Environmental Coalition of P.E.I. 
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There is a vital need for sustainable living in our culture. However, in 2003 it was estimated that 
Prince Edward Islandôs ecological footprint was 2.2 times larger than its geographical area.1 If 
everyone consumed at these levels, weôd need over 4.7 planets Earth to provide the necessary 
resources and waste assimilation capacity.2 
 
Fortunately, changes to buildings can significantly reduce our footprint and save life-cycle costs. 
Thus, a common objective in buildings should be to lower our footprint while serving the ecology and 
economy. This review focuses on adaptive frameworks to manage new building starts, including 
building energy efficiency standards, to support these shared objectives. 
 
The Island has led all provincial waste systems in Canada with its Waste Watch program, diverting 
over 60% of total waste from landfills, thus helping to protect the environment for future generations.3 
Similarly, by establishing a strong approach to reduce waste energy from buildings, we can: 
 

¶ work to achieve carbon neutral or net-zero energy in all new buildings by 2030; 
 

¶ cost-effectively reduce building energy use up to 25% over a ten year period; 
 

¶ protect the environment; 
 

¶ create more jobs per dollar invested than wind energy; 
 

¶ protect consumer confidence; 
 

¶ improve air quality, health, quality of life and; 
 

¶ address climate change and other environmental concerns. 
 
With so many benefits to building energy efficiency, how come there is no province-wide building 
energy code on P.E.I.?  How come there are so few approaches taken to enable the full capture 
energy efficiency potential? Well, many jurisdictions were slow to recognize the importance of 
building energy codes as their benefits were less understood. Since the oil embargo of the 1970ôs 
however, and especially in recent years, there have many successful examples of how building 
energy codes and technologies have made it much easier to apply building energy standards. Thus, 
jurisdictions everywhere are advancing energy efficiency in building codes and P.E.I. has committed 
to the adoption of building energy codes and standards. 
 
The goal of this paper is to review North American trends in implementing minimum new building 
energy codes, identify strategies that encourage new buildings to be constructed beyond minimum 
energy codes and offer recommendations that are both progressive and achievable, in order to 
proactively address energy use in new buildings on P.E.I. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 http://www.gpiatlantic.org/ppt/environmental/P.E.I.-footprint.ppt 

2
 http://www.gpiatlantic.org/ppt/environmental/P.E.I.-footprint.ppt 

3
 http://www.iwmc.pe.ca/2007%20combined%20report.pdf 

http://www.gpiatlantic.org/ppt/environmental/pei-footprint.ppt

